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Presidential	tweets	keep	on	coming



“Fly over” country voted for Trump



Trump’s top campaign promises

• Build	the	wall,	secure	the	border
• Temporarily	ban	refugees	from	entering	the	U.S.
• Bring	manufacturing	jobs	back	to	the	U.S.	
• Tax	goods	coming	from	China,	Mexico
• Withdraw	from	TPP,	Renegotiate	NAFTA
• Repeal	and	replace	the	ACA	(Obamacare)
• Cut	taxes
• Cut	regulations
• Downsize	the	federal	government
• Drain	the	“swamp”	of	lobbyists
• Maintain	the	Renewable	Fuel	Standard	(RFS)



Trump’s early executive orders 
take aim at campaign promises

ü Build	the	wall,	secure	the	border
ü Temporarily	ban	refugees/other	immigrants	

from	entering	the	U.S.
ü Bring	manufacturing	jobs	back	to	the	U.S.	
ü Withdraw	from	TPP,	Renegotiate	NAFTA
ü Repeal	and	replace	the	ACA	(Obamacare)
ü Cut	taxes
ü Cut	regulations
ü Downsize	the	federal	government



Your	text	here

…But changes don’t 
happen overnight……



Reality of Trump’s executive orders? 

Ø Action	to	withdraw	from	Trans-Pacific	Partnership	
created	uncertainty	about	the	future	of	U.S	
exports.	He	wants	bilateral,	not	multilateral	deals

Ø At	the	last	minute	decided	to	renegotiate	- not	
end	- the	North	American	Free	Trade	Agreement

Ø Direction	to	secure	the	border	and	enhance	
inspections	concerns	farmers	and	packers	about	
finding	adequate	workforce.	

Ø Ban/hold	on	immigrants	resulted	in	short-term	
chaos	and	legal	battles.	

Ø Calls	for	infrastructure	cost	billions.	Uncertain	who	
is	going	to	pay	and	how	to	move	through	
Congress?	

Ø Chaos	in	the	WH	distracts	from	President’s	agenda



So	why	do	so	many	farmers	and	ranchers	
still	support	President	Trump?



Regulatory reform

“Executive Order on Reducing Regulation”

“. . . it is essential to manage the costs 
associated with the governmental imposition 
of private expenditures required to comply 
with Federal regulations. Toward that end, it 
is important that for every one new 
regulation issued, at least two prior 
regulations be identified for elimination . . .”

Donald J. Trump, The White House
January 30, 2017.



SCOTUS: Judge Neil Gorsuch

Ø Aims to interpret 
constitution as originally 
intended

Ø Will be crucial vote for 
advancing Trump’s agenda

Ø May discourage some 
federal agencies from sue 
and settle

Ø Probably not the last 
Supreme Court Nominee 
for Trump

Trump’s new pick for the U.S. Supreme Court



National	Ag	Day	
Proclamation:	

The	first	time	a	sitting	president	
has	signed	a	presidential	
proclamation	honoring	National	
Agriculture	Day	since	President	
Bill	Clinton in	1993.	Ray	Starling	
wants	to	“brag	on	ag.”	

Trump’s team talking the talk!



Ø Chaired	by	Agriculture	
Sec.	Sonny	Perdue

Ø Includes	several	cabinet	
members,	Special	
Assistant	to	President	on	
Agriculture,	Federal	
Communications	
Commission	Chief

Ø Appointed	April	25,	have	
180	days	to	report.	

Task Force on Rural Prosperity



Opening doors to China

Ø Trump’s	relationship	with	Xi	Jinping,	
president	of	the	People’s	Republic	of	
China,	got	off	to	a	good	start

Ø He	appointed	Iowa	Gov.	Terry	
Branstad	– friend	of	Xi	Jinping	since	
1985	- as	Ambassador	to	China

Ø Opened	up	access	to	U.S.	beef	and	
rice	and	some	long-awaited	biotech	
trait	approvals

Ø Commerce	Sec.	Ross	and	Ag	Sec.	
Perdue	working	closely	together,	
along	with	new	USTR	Robert	
Lighthizer

Ø But	what	next	with	North	Korea?	
New	sanctions	on	China?



Still, farmers are nervous…..

Net	farm	income	is	
forecast	to	drop	again	
this	year	to	$62.3	B

Worry	that	other	
countries	will	fill	
export	voids	left	as	
Trump’s	team	tries	to	
cut	new	deals

Ag	exports	usually	top	
list	if	countries	decide	
to	retaliate



Drought and floods add to uncertainty



Ø NAFTA talks begin Aug. 16 

Ø Sec. Perdue met with his Mexican 
counterpart, José Calzada 
Rovirosa last week

Ø USGC: “Strong but unconfirmed 
evidence that Mexico is slated to 
purchase between seven and eight 
cargoes of corn from South 
America beginning in August and 
September.”

Ø U.S. farm groups: Do no harm! 
Follow-through on access 
negotiated under TPP.

NAFTA: An important test to U.S. farmers



Ø FY 2017 agricultural exports are projected at $137.0 billion, up $1.0 billion from 
the February forecast. 

Ø Grain and feed exports are forecast at $29.0 billion, up $400 million, driven by a 
larger volume for wheat and higher unit values for rice.

Ø Cotton exports are forecast up $400 million to $5.4 billion as the United States 
continues to gain market share across major markets.

Ø Oilseed and product exports are forecast 
at $31.7 billion, up $100 million due to an 
expected increase in soybean product exports.

Ø USDA reorganizing to add new 
Under Secretary for Trade

Despite uncertainty, U.S. exports looking up



Parting thoughts…….

Ø More marketplace disruption than ever before

Ø Big six chemical companies becoming big three
ChemChina/Syngenta
Dow/DuPont
Bayer/Monsanto

Ø Amazon acquiring Whole Foods

Ø Consumers demanding more information, data, transparency

Ø More consumer interest in functional foods, branded commodity products

Ø Farmers embracing data for efficiency, sustainability, traceability; new 
technologies like gene-editing 

Ø Are we thinking big enough about the opportunities?

Ren	Jianxin
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