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Good morning ladies and gentlemen and on behalf of the Chairman of the other host 

organisations, Rob Wilson from the Australian Oilseeds Federation and Peter Wilson from 

Pulse Australia, I would like to welcome you to the Australian Grain Industry Conference 

Singapore. 

The Australian Grain Industry Conference Singapore has delegates from China, Hong Kong, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Monaco, Philippines Singapore, Switzerland, Thailand and Turkey.  Also, 

a substantial number of Australian delegates is a demonstration of the importance placed on 

the Conference by the Australian grain industry.  

Ladies and gentlemen, the Australian grain industry is reliant on exports for its ongoing 

viability.  Export tonnages will vary based on production, however on average 60% of 

Australia’s production is exported with the bulk of grain exports going into Asian markets.  

This trend has continued to increase in recent years with Asian markets now taking 70% of 

Australia’s wheat exports.  Another significant trend has been the growth in the container trade 

with between 2 to 2.5 million tonnes now being exported in this form. 

Today’s Conference recognises the pre eminent importance of Asian markets to the Australian 

grain industry and the program has been designed with the needs of Australia’s customers in 

mind. 

As customers of Australian grain, you would be vitally interested in, not only what Australia 

produced last harvest but in particular the quality of that production.  It is particularly pleasing 

that for the first time, industry has come together to produce and present to you crop reports 

by region. 

The quality systems integrated into the Australian grain industry will be detailed today as will 

the means in which you can better manage the inherent price risk associated with grain 

commodity trading.  An update will also be provided in research and development efforts in the 

critical areas of productivity and grain quality. 

Today’s Conference will conclude with presentations that are in essence feedback session to the 

Australian grain industry identifying your needs and requirements. 

I would like to thank and recognise the presenters and their respective organsations for your 

support and participation in this Conference. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Australia has a reputation for delivering a quality product to our 

customers. Australia also enjoys a natural freight advantage into Asian markets. Therefore, into 

our largest export market the combination of a quality product plus a freight advantage is a 

formidable combination. 



 

 

However, it would be very naive to expect that Asian customers will place future 

orders based purely on past performance and as we all know freight advantages 

can evaporate. 

Therefore, the Australian grain industry must continue to improve its quality attributes to 

ensure our grain meets the contemporary needs of Asian customers. 

The Australian grain supply chain is complex and starts with the development of grain varieties 

that meet the needs of producers and customers through to the delivery of the quality product 

to the Asian end user. 

Many of the processes that enable this to occur are well understood such as the grain trading 

standards and contractual integrity.  However many processes such as varietal testing and 

classification, government monitoring of chemical residues and the government export 

certification, to name a few are not well understood. 

GTA believes that the industry would be well served by one comprehensive document that 

detailed all these key processes that collectively enable a quality product to be delivered into 

Asian markets. 

Following 18 months of industry consultation the Australian Grain Industry Code of 

Practice was released last year and is a demonstration of an industry that is committed to 

delivery of a quality product. This Code of Practice is prescriptive in nature and includes 

Technical Guidance Documents to assist industry participants to adhere to Code requirements.  

However, the Code, to be effective, needs to be adopted across the industry to enable its 

objectives to be met. 

Grain Trade Australia will make adherence to the Code mandatory for Ordinary or post farm 

gate, members from 1 July 2014.  I would encourage you to review the Code a copy of which is 

in your Conference pack. 

Over recent years the Australian grain industry has undergone significant changes including 

deregulation and ongoing rationalisation and consolidation right across the supply chain from 

the farm sector through to end users. 

During this period, Grain Trade Australia has played a pivotal role in the facilitation of grain 

trade. 

Grain Trade Australia, with 260 members, is a cross supply chain [not for profit] organisation 

tasked by members to develop the commercial resources used to trade grain across all sectors 

of the grain supply chain from farm to export end user.  These commercial resources include 

the grain trading standards which must reflect your needs as customers and contracts to supply 

grain.  

Nearly all the organsations present today either as sponsors or speakers are members of Grain 

Trade Australia.  As an aside, GTA membership is open to your organisation.  I would 



 

 

encourage you to consider this should you wish to be notified in real time regarding the current 

status of the commercials resources used across the Australian supply chain. 

The Australian Grain Industry Conference Singapore 2014 is the first time a Conference of its 

type has been held by the Australian grain industry.  

AGIC Singapore would not have been possible without the support of our sponsors and on 

behalf of the host organsations; I would like to thank you for your support. 

I would also like to thank and recognise the presenters and their respective organsations for 

you support and participation in this Conference. 

The Program Committee with representatives from each of the host organsations have put 

together a great selection of topics and speakers.  Thanks to them for their fantastic output.  

I would like to pay special thanks to Rosemary Richards as the Conference Convenor and her 

team, in particular Sheryl Brown for bringing it all together. 

Lastly to you, the delegates for taking time out of your schedule to attend to days Conference. 

In conclusion, I trust you enjoy the presentations today and I look forward to meeting a many 

of you as possible during the Conference and at this evening’s reception. 

 

Peter Reading 

Chairman 
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